CHAPTER ,IX
RETIREMENT AND DEATH
RETIREMENT from service and retirement from life
seldom come together but for Abdul Samad they
came suddenly and abruptly under circumstances
that have left a deep mark of poignancy and sorrow
on all those who knew him. He remained on the
Bench for over four years. His retirement was due
two years earlier but His Exalted Highness gra-
ciously extended his term of office twice by a special
Finnan. In March 1933 when he retired, his colle-
. agues and Bar gave him a very hearty farewell that
abundantly proved t&eir feelings towards him. He
was deeply impressed! But when he recoiled into
the seclusion of his little country house at Saidabad,
he felt the loneliness and bareness of life. All day
he would devote to study and the evenings to medita-
tion and contemplation. This gave him more joy
^aad peace than the uneasy perch on the lofty and
high chairs of the High Court and its dull echoes
and duller surroundings. Official death he had
experienced, physical death he felt nearer. The
thought of it sometimes elated and sometimes
depressed him depending upon his moods. He
would willingly face the latter if he could be sure.
of his family's financial security after his death.
The thirty years of service still left him financially